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Woodlands Primary School 

Curriculum Statement  

The curriculum vision at Woodlands Primary School is based around using creative approaches to 

shape a curriculum that meets the requirements of the statutory curriculum, raises standards and 

engages and enthuses children. Creativity can be defined as purposeful, imaginative activity with value 

(Sir Ken Robinson). As such, we propose a definition of our creative curriculum as one that has clear 

educational purpose, is delivered imaginatively to engage and enthuse children and has measurable 

educational value. 

Educational Purpose 

At Woodlands, we believe it is the needs of children that should determine the emphasis of what is 

taught, rather than subjects driving the curriculum. It’s important that children learn what’s in the 

statutory curriculum; but it is understood that children need much more than this. Having established 

‘Curriculum Drivers’, the factors and values that will shape the statutory curriculum, based on the 

needs of the children, the community, school values and the school location, we can ensure that we 

are able to balance children’s needs with the statutory curriculum ensuring the content of the 

curriculum meets the needs of children and fulfils statutory requirements.  

The following four drivers, which were agreed following staff and school community consultation, 

reflect why the curriculum is developing as it is, in addition to how it is. These drivers help us to shape 

our curriculum and therefore the opportunities we offer the children. They enable staff to prioritise 

curriculum content, without dismissing any parts of the statutory curriculum.  

 Possibilities  

 Enquiry/Knowledge of the World  

 Community/Diversity  

 Enterprise 

Wherever possible, throughout the curriculum, links are made to these developmental aspects giving 

our curriculum focus and context. This methodology is from 'Chris Quigley'. Please read below for 

more information on each driver. (Appendix 1) 

Imagination 

We plan to ensure the curriculum delivered engages and inspires our children. We aim to foster in our 

classrooms, a climate where children are seen as active in their learning, engaging with materials and 

lines of enquiry that enable them to build their knowledge and understanding through subjects that 

will capture their interests and stimulate their imagination. At Woodlands, we see learning as a way 

of exploring and thinking about the World. Teachers aim to create rich contexts of discovery so that 

pupils can enhance their learning; about themselves and the wider world, through investigation and 

enquiry. We believe this makes learning meaningful and lasting. It is important that we value the ideas 

of others, to listen to all points of view so that we can understand the needs and viewpoints of others 

around us in our school and in our wider community.  

We believe that learning experiences need to be real, it is then more likely that children will engage. 

Themes should not be abstract or too far removed from children’s experiences. By planning a 
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‘skeleton’ theme based on our curriculum map, we ensure educational purpose, but also aim to ensure 

content is steered by the children. We aim to provoke children into taking an interest in both what is 

planned for them, and related things that they may find interesting along the way. This is done through 

providing lots of provocation in order to stimulate children’s interest and imagination, and allow them 

to steer rather than lead learning. 

It is understood that if we are to provoke lines of enquiry, then children need space and time to follow 

them. We therefore aim to allow time for children to explore their chosen lines of enquiry, secure 

commitment through an exciting ‘hook’ and then draw together knowledge, skills and understanding 

as the learning within this theme concludes. 

Measurable Educational Value 

Our curriculum is based on the statutory framework, Early Years and the Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

(March 2012) and the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 and 2 (Curriculum 2014). These frameworks 

set out the breadth and depth of study and the skills and attributes for learning that children need to 

acquire and experience.  

The EYFS statutory framework, sets outs the principles behind the good practice which is found in our 

early years setting at Woodlands Primary and Nursery School. These values are also values we share 

with colleagues in Reggio Emilia and as a school; we aim to bring inspiration from the ‘Reggio Emilia 

Approach’ to our curriculum and everyday practice. Our approach centres on the belief that children 

learn better when their interests and fascinations are allowed to flourish, where they are encouraged 

to explore subjects in a variety of ways and are viewed in terms of their strengths, not their 

weaknesses. The very nature of our early year’s curriculum is about developing skills and knowledge 

through exploration and investigation. Through this curriculum experience children develop the 

attributes of learning that will set the foundations for their future development. The enquiry based 

learning approach to teaching young children puts the natural development of children as well as the 

close relationships that they share with their environment and their peers at the centre of its 

philosophy.. 

The transition into the National Curriculum (NC) in year one starts with a phased entry to a more 

formal approach and strives to build on and maintain the best practices of early year’s provision. The 

children experience a more continuous transition into KS1 because they are familiar with the style of 

provision and learning. During the first term this gradually morphs into more formal learning 

opportunities. In September 2014, the National Curriculum 2014 became statutory. The curriculum 

sets out programmes of study for key subjects and outlines what children need to learn and when 

they should learn it, from Year 1 to Year 6. The emphasis on the new curriculum is that all pupils should 

secure their knowledge and understanding of the year group they are in. This means that pupils are 

expected to use and apply their knowledge and skills in a range of independent learning opportunities. 

In line with the whole school philosophy, we use the Chris Quigley Essentials Curriculum resources, 

utilizing a range of creative themes that support a cross curricular approach and ensure skills 

progression.  

Future plans to further enhance the curriculum for our pupils will involve making more effective use 
of creative approaches to learning, adopting a more cross curricular approach in a seamless way, that 
is integral to everyday teaching, ensuring children have opportunity to develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding for both core and foundation subjects and express these in a range of different ways 
and media. It is our aim that teachers feel confident in encouraging pupils to make connections across 
traditional boundaries, speculate constructively, maintain an open mind while exploring a wide range 
of options, and reflect critically on ideas and outcomes, therefore improving pupils’ ability to work 
collaboratively to solve problems and ensure the best possible outcomes for all. 
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Woodlands Primary and Nursery School - Curriculum Drivers 

Possibilities  

 inspire - why stop dreaming when you wake up? 

 inspiring children to broaden their horizons through exposure to a wide range of life possibilities; 

 encouraging enterprise; 

 teaching financial awareness and responsibility; 

 looking at different opportunities and career prospects and meeting people who do different jobs; 

 investigating global and social mobility; 

 being inspired to travel. 
 

Enquiry/Knowledge of the World  

 coverage of the National and the School Curriculum; 

 participation in our Local Community; 

 promoting cultural awareness and celebrating diversity; 

 relating learning to real life contexts; 

 investigating the impact of important individuals in our world; 

 discovering how and why things work; 

 environmental awareness; 

 using technology and connectivity 
 

Community/Diversity  

 inclusion 

 tolerance 

 celebrating difference 

 development of emotional literacy 

 ability to empathise, experience positive relationships and develop a sense of justice 

 belief that a community, including a school community can enhance and change lives 
 

Enterprise 

 a learning ethos for our pupils that will establish life-long learning skills and behaviours. 

  It is our aim that children will take on challenges and learning experiences for their inherent intrinsic value.  

 self-motivation and self-management.  

 Children enjoy learning and take pride in their efforts.  

 From the earliest age our school encourages a culture of independent thinking and learning skills which are praised and valued.  

 

 


