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As a way into our project around ‘The Sky’ this 
year, educators spent the initial weeks of the new 
school year spending as much time outside as 
possible. Children chatted together as they looked 
towards the sky and made observations as they 
began to theorise about the world around and 
above them.

During this period, the weather was fairly 
unpredictable with much rain and some thunder 
storms. The sky appeared dramatic to the children, 
with the clouds being a reoccurring theme in their 
observations. Many of the children’s interests became 
focused upon the weather, in particular the clouds;

“The wind comes from the clouds.” Joseph

“The sun shines over the clouds.” Jacob B

“The clouds are moving over to where it’s darker. 
They go to get the rain.” Leon

Once back inside the classroom, over the weeks that 
followed, educators invited the children to show their 
thinking and theories about the sky. 

The group were offered rolls of paper and fine black 
pens, loose parts, paint, clay, projectors and projection 

screens, animation apps and instruments as a way 
to represent their ideas. By providing a multistation 
approach for the group, we enabled them to show 
their thinking and theories through many languages 
and provided them with materials and media they 
may not have naturally selected to work with. As 
the children moved between, and engaged with, 
these materials educators observed the endless 
number of children’s potentials and of their ability 
to wonder and to inquire.

“The black thunder clouds are what makes it rain 
cause they’re full of water” Evie

“When the clouds move they get thunder and 
lightning inside them.” Amelie

“They (the clouds) stay in the sky… they won’t go 
to the floor.” Kyle

As educators we reflected upon the idea of the hundred 
languages and were reminded that there are multiple 
ways of seeing and multiple ways of being which 
became evident through the group’s representations of 
the clouds and in particular of a storm.

A pivotal point in the project was when, during one 
session Joseph began to tap his hands onto the rug in 
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the classroom. “Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang!” he 
began to chant. Soon others joined in all tapping and 
chanting together. An excited dialogue began between 
many of the children while others preferred to observe. 
“It’s like the thunder banging and crashing…Bang! 
Bang! Bang!” said Evie. “It’s so noisy!” shouted Tyla-
Jai. Next, very naturally, many of the more confident 
children tucked their legs under the circular mat and 
ushered, through use of gestures, their peers to do 
the same. Within minutes the entire, diverse, group 
was tapping the mat and chanting, “Bang! Bang! 
Bang!” Group members ranged in age from 3 to 5 and 
included many children with specific learning needs 
including those with ASD and others with speech and 
language difficulties.

As educators we noted that many of the older 
children understood the importance of including 
every member of the group. There was a strong sense 
of society and of family. Children encouraged each 
other to partake in this simple, but powerful action. 
“It’s like this…well done!” Evie said to Emily. “Put 
your legs in here… it’s okay… like me” Angelika 
supported Kyle. The empathy that many of the 
children felt for their peers was clear through their 
actions. By continuing to collaborate in this way; by 

respecting each learner as an individual, listening 
to each other and with very little support from the 
educators, the group composed their own song which 
represented their shared thinking about a storm.

It can be suggested that having worked with a range 
of media and materials over many sessions, the group 
felt that the languages of music and sound were most 
sympathetic to their representation of a storm.

Over the weeks and months that followed, the 
children demonstrated their interests to the 
educators by immediately placing their legs under 
the mat, as soon as they entered the project space. 
They were showing us with their bodies their 
enthusiasm towards the project.

The group went on to design musical representations 
of each part of the song. Educators suggested that 
we use only one image to represent each part of the 
song thus enabling the final musical scores to be read 
by all group members. What will we do? How can 
we make this fair? Asked the educators. Some of the 
older children suggested a vote “That will be fair and 
we will all get our say” suggested Evie. A vote was 
conducted and the musical notations were decided.
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The children work together, supporting every
group member, to compose their song 

about a storm.
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Throughout this creative, 
playful and collaborative project 

the children have further 
developed ideas of unity. 

The children have listened to 
and reflected upon different 
points of views and thinking, 
they have demonstrated an 

understanding, at their level of 
the fundamental British Values; 

Democracy, The Rule of Law, 
Individual Liberty and Mutual 

Respect and Tolerance of 
different faiths and beliefs. The 
children have further embedded 
the idea that, together they can 

achieve more.After composing her own piece, Ephie uses her voice and a drum to play her musical score.
The girls create their own musical score using the 

group’s musical notation images.
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